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Abstract 

Independent Corrupt Practices Commission (ICPC) is a commission recommended 
and inaugurated by President Obasanjo on 29th September, 2000 to fight corruption 
in Nigeria. Corruption simply put, is any act which deviates from the rules of 
conduct, including normative values, governing the actions of someone in a 
position of authority or trust, whether in the private or public sector. I.C.P.C was 
established to rid Nigeria society of corruption in lower and higher places. It 
became an administrative tool to fight against such vices in our officers such as 
inflation of contracts in return for huge kick-backs, which has also grown in 
its proportion, falsification of accounts, forged certificates, examination 
malpractices, pervasion of justice, ghost workerss syndrome etc. ICPC became a 
useful administrative tool to checkmate the above factors to enable Nigeria move 
forward. ICPC now prosecutes public offices irrespective of the persons position 
(e.g. the ESUT lecturer (H.O.D.) 2013), establishment of ICPC Monitoring teams 
in higher institution to report any corrupt practice to ICPC office and in secondary 
schools ICPC clubs and monetary transactions in Administration are now 
receipted and transacted through banks (E-payment) making public 
activities of public servants through ICPC Newspaper for awareness etc. All 
these measures made ICPC a good administrative tool to rid Nigeria of corruption. 
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The Nigeria administrative system dates back to 1960 when she was formerly 
declared as an independent political system by the British government. 

After the proclamation of the country by the British, Nigeria witnessed a political, 
social and economic crisis which lead to constitution amendment of 1922, 1946, 1957/58 
and 1960 Independent Constitution. Even after the Independence constitutional amendment 
continued till the recent 1999 constitution. All these were attempts by Nigerians to have a 
better state where people enjoy the basic necessities and security. Corruption has been 
the hallmark of our country's administrative system. 

Corruption simply is dishonest or illegal behaviors especially, of people in 
authority, allegations of bribery and corruption. The act or effect of making somebody 
change from moral to immoral standards of behavior, (Oxford Dictionary, 2000) - 
corruption "has hindered Nigeria society from economic .growth and development. 

Indeed the level of corruption and its effect on the economy and the people of 
Nigeria has become so alarming that stringent measures needs to be introduced. 
Corruption goes with power and whatever the average man may have, is not power. 
Therefore to hold any useful discussion on corruption, it must first be located where it 
properly belongs - in the ranks of the powerful. 

In order to avoid a total collapse of the Nigerian - State project, the Independent 
Corrupt Practices Commission (ICPC) was on 29th September, 2000 inaugurated by 
former President Olusegun Obasanjo. The mandate of the commission is to receive and 
investigate reports of corruption and initiate cases, prosecute the offenders, to examine, 
review and enforce the laws ,prone systems and procedures of public bodies, with a view to 
eliminating corruption in public life, and to educate and enlighten the public on and against 
corruption and related offences with a view to enlisting and fostering public support for the 
first against corruption. The corrupt practices and other related offences Act 2000 
regulates their activities. 
 
History of Independent Corrupt Practices Commission (l.C.P.C) 

According to section 14(2) (b) and (c) of the 1999 Constitution provides that the 
security and welfare of the people shall be the primary purpose of government and the 
participation of the people in the government shall be ensured in accordance with the 
provisions of this constitution .Nowhere did the constitution provides that there will be 
looting of public funds by public officials which is common in the administrative 
sectors/systems in Nigeria. 

Section 16(1) a and (b) of the 1999 constitution, also says that the ideals and 
objectives for which provisions are made in this constitution is to harness the resources of 
the nation and promote national prosperity and an efficient, dynamic and self reliant economy 
in such a manner as to secure the maximum welfare, freedom and happiness of every citizen 
on the basis of social justice and equality of status and opportunity. 

 

Robinson Azubuike Chibuokwu and Florence Ifeoma Nwosu 
 



 
 

217 
 
Journal of Resourcefulness and Distinction, Volume 12 No. 1, July, 2016: ISSN 2276-9684 

It is because of the above problem in Nigeria that necessitated the establishment 
of  I.C.P.C. and its sister EFFC to check criminals, especially the public office holders 
(administrative class) who see embezzlement as a culture of the day in Nigeria. (Martins, 
2013). It was exactly on 29th September 2000 that the then president Olusegun Obasanjo 
inaugurated the Independent Corrupt Practices Commission (I.C.P.C) in Nigeria as a 
tool to fight corruption in the administrative sector. 
 
The Reason/Mission Statement 

To rid, Nigeria of corruption through lawful enforcement and preventive 
measures. 
 
Vision Statement 

A Nigeria free from all forms of corruption and corrupt practices. 
 
Functions of I.C.P.C 

To prohibit and prescribe punishment for corrupt practices and other 
related offences. 
 
Duties of the Commission 

Section 6 (a-r) of the ICPC Act 2000 sets out the duties of the commission as 
paraphrased in the following: 
1. To receive and investigate complaints from members of the public on allegations 
of corrupt practices and in appropriate cases, prosecute the offenders. 
2. To examine the practices, systems and procedures of public bodies and where 
such systems aid corruption, to direct and supervise their review. 
3. To instruct, advice and assist any officer, agency, or parastatal on ways by 
which fraud or corruption may be eliminated or minimized by them. 
4. To advise heads of public bodies of any changes in practice, systems or 
procedures compatible with the effective discharge of the duties of public  bodies  to  
reduce the  likelihood  or  incidence  of  bribery, corruption and related offences. 
5. To educate the public on and against bribery, corruption and related offences. 
6. To enlist and foster support in combating corruption. 
 
I.C.P.C. As An Administrative Tool In Checking Corruption In Nigeria So Far 

Although corruption is a global malaise, the extent of its reach in the 
country was tragically stupendous. It became alarming from 1996 to the present. It 
pervaded private and public institutions and overwhelmed all levels of government. 

Some of the most rampant manifestations of corruption in Nigeria today (under 
the Fourth Republic), include the inflation of contracts in return for huge kick-backs 
which has also grown in its proportion; fraud and falsifications of accounts and 
official records in the public service; forgery or falsifications of vital documents 
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(including educational qualifications, to gain important offices), especially by aspiring 
politicians and public servants, the ghost worker syndrome; examination 
malpractices in educational institutions; bribery extortion and perversion of justices, 
especially among the police and judiciary, and of course, the various crimes against the 
state in the private sector, sometimes by multinational firms operating in the country, 
in such areas as tax evasion, over-invoicing of goods, foreign exchange swindling; 
hoarding and smuggling. Others are frauds in the banking and finance sector and of 
course the illegal acquisition of public assets, such as landed property and a frightening 
degree of electoral fraud. 

The price of corruption has been extremely high. The economic, political, social 
and moral bases of the country have been severally eroded and degraded. It has brought the 
nation near the brink and almost rendered her helpless and hopeless. Even religious 
institutions, the gate keepers of the nation's moral conscience, were not immune to the ravages 
of corruption of late in Nigeria. 

The ICPC Act 2000 brought a fresh and decisive perspective to the fight against 
corruption in .the form of a holistic approach encompassing enforcement, prevention and 
educational measures. It captures in a single document, a host of corrupt offences in their old 
and sophisticated guides. It sets up the independent corrupt practices and other related 
offices commission with wide-ranging powers. The Act brings under its purview all Nigerians, 
in the private and public sectors and even those public officers with constitutional immunity. 

It is also the intention of the commission to institute good governance which includes 
access to good education, affordable healthcare, food and shelter, leisure and general well 
being. This would go a long way to reduce corruption in the administrative system in 
Nigeria. 

The prevention of crime and corruption which is one of the core functions of 
1CPC is wise and objective. By the same token, the United Nations Convention 
against corruption (UNCAC( devotes an entire chapter to prevention against 
corruption. The 1CPC Act and the UNCAC appear to affirm the adage that "prevention 
is better than cure". With corruption, as with most other undesirable conditions, it is 
much better and wiser to prevent occurrence then to expend huge resources after the 
damage has been done. Even though the law eventually catches up with corrupt 
persons, a lot of time and resources can be saved if Nigerians flag corruption risks 
in systems and plug loopholes to prevent the incidence of corruption. (Ekpo Nta 1CPC 
Chairman). ICPC was described as the major "strategic organization that takes care of 
key challenges". 

The ills of corruption in the educational system today is a big challenge to 
government and to the populace. The educational sector administratively has been so 
affected by corrupt practices that the ICPC is now introduced in the secondary schools, 
higher institutions and universities in Nigeria in order to check their corrupt practices. 

Johnson Onyenka, an NYSC Local Government Inspector, commented "that a 
corrupt society holds no future for its youth as there would be no quality education and no 
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gainful employment. He added that corruption retards societal development and brings 
about destabilizing frustration and violence in the youth as it promises only poverty with 
no future and no means of livelihood. (ICPC News, 2013). 

ICPC now watches and prevents corrupt practices in our educational system - 
teachers, lecturers and the administrative cadre are now scared effacing prosecution by 
students through the assistance of ICPC. 
The role of ICPC in combating importation of sub standard goods in the country is 
commendable and because of the transformation agenda being pursued by ICPC, there is 
need for collaboration between government agencies to ensure that there is zero tolerance 
for corruption. ICPC is assisting the SON in the area of investigation, sending some of 
its investigators to train officials of the organization on how to carry out investigation in 
their line of duty. ICPC had gone a step further in its preventive approach in the anti 
corruption campaign by graduating pioneer Corruption Risk Assessors that comprise staff 
from different organizations in the country including the ICPC serving as quality control 
officers in the anti-corruption campaign. 

ICPC is A Watch dog against corruption and other vices in the Nigerian society. 
The formation of ICPC youth club, Anti-corruption in schools, tertiary institutions and 
universities is helping in the smooth running of administration in colleges. An instance is 
Nekede Polytechnic, Owerri where it is unheard of that any worker collected money as 
inducement for admission. This practice has allowed the smooth running of admission in 
Nekede Polytechnic Owerri. Thanks to ICPC. 

The work of ICPC has come to lime light while a study of the typified example 
shows that a former Head of Department of Business Administration, Enugu State 
University of Science and Technology (ESUT), Dr. Nobert Madu was arraigned before the 
Eungu State High Court by the Independent Corrupt Practice and other related offences 
commission (ICPC), for allegedly using his position as a public officer for self 
gratification an offence that contravenes the provisions of the corrupt practices and other 
related offences Act 2000. (ICPC News, 2013). 

The accused person is standing trial on a nine count charge of corrupt enrichment 
to the tune of N1,280,000 (One Million Two Hundred and Eighty Thousand) Naira only. This 
case was reported by ICPC. 

The implementation of the Federal Character Principles.  ICPC as a commission 
now monitors administrative appointments in the Federal and State Ministry of Employment 
making sure that there is even distribution of employment according to the principles of 
Federal Character. 

Abusive use of political and administrative positions are now under check because 
of the presence of ICPC in the contemporary Nigeria society. People are now regarded, 
their due social values and services rendered because of the existence of ICPC. The 
existence of a body that checkmates corruption is a step in the right direction. 

On papers/certificate verification and National Identity, ICPC is on it trying to 
tackle "identify theft" commented ICPC Chairman on (Sun Newspaper June 12). All those 
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Nigerians who go about with fake papers are now on the run trying to update the papers and 
make them right before the eyes of ICPC see them and many who got their administrative 
positions through fake papers have been either sacked or remove from their position to 
another where they are fitted. 

Finally, the opportunities which Nigerian officials have to engage in official 
corruption have increased considerably since the 1960s in response to the similar increase in 
the number, size and scope of the structures and personnel  performing  the  
government functions  of rule  making,   rule application and rule-adjudication "(Olatunde, 
Oloro 1982 page 23). 

Observers have estimated that as much as 60 percent of the wealth of this nation is 
regularly consumed by corruption. For this sake, Obasanjo's inauguration of the ICPC 
Commission in 29th September 2000 was a good step in the right direction. Although the 
Nigerian society is not totally 100% corrupt free but the level of corruption in the 
administrative sector is highly reducing. Having studied it under the following, prevention of 
crime and corruption of our schools, offices, universities and tertiary institutions. ICPC 
acting as a watch dog, prosecutions of offended corrupt officers, establishment of ICPC 
clubs in schools, public institutions that acts as monitoring team against officials who are 
corrupt. Indeed, ICPC is a good administrative tool in checking corruption in Nigeria. 
Prior to the establishment of independent Corrupt Practices and other related offences since 
1960 no public officer had been made to face prosecution. Thanks to ICPC, whose 
responsibility it is to persecute corrupt officers irrespective of positions held. Nigerians are 
now scared of embezzlement knowing ICPC is watching. 
 
Recommendations 
Based on the findings and concluding from the study, there following policy 
recommendations were made. 

� ICPC should be will equipped with all the legislations supposedly need to 
function effectively. 

� ICPC should be granted the full autonomy as an independent 
body/commission free from interference of the legislature and the executive 
arms of government. 

� There should be well equipped offices with ICT facilities in all the local, state 
and federal administrative offices. 

� The  introduction  of anti-corruption  code  of conduct  placed  and enforced in all 
public offices in Nigeria. 

� Introduction of ICPC support clubs in all the secondary tertiary and universities in 
Nigeria. 

� The gospel of anti-corruption should be preached in all the churches in Nigeria. 
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